GEORGE FOX
when 1 came on top of a hill in sight of the town, I
espied a great steeple-house. And the Lord said unto
me, "Thou must go cry against yonder great idol, and
against the worshippers therein."
He goes on to relate how, joining the worshipers, he
was moved to protest against the interpretation which
the minister gave to the scriptures and to suggest the
Holy Spirit rather than a Holy Book as the true basis
for religious authority. The conclusion of this episode
was swift: "As I spoke amongst them, the officers came
and took me away and put me into a nasty, stinking
prison; the smell whereof so got into my nose and
throat that it very much annoyed me."
Early Followers. Such a man and such a message
were bound to recruit followeps. During the first four
years of his preaching he had made little attempt at
securing them. At Pendle Hill, however, came another
great "opening/'5 His heart had been heavy with dis-
couragement. He was physically hungry. There, on
the top of Pendle Hill, "the Lord let me see in what
places He had a great people to be gathered." Later
the same day, in another vision, "the Lord opened
unto me and let me see a great people in white raiment
by a riverside coming to the Lord, and the place I saw
them in was about Wensleydale and Sedbergh." Fox
set out for that region. He found the group which
called themselves "Seekers." On the following Sun-
day, after a period of intense silence, Fox arose and
spoke to them for three hours. Many of the thou-
135